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how difficult it is to get round the Bills of Sale Acts
by setting up a colourable story to cloak the real
transaction.
" An execution having been put into the house of a Mrs.
Watson, she, through the agency of a friend got in touch
with a Mr. Love for the purpose of raising money on her
furniture which was worth about £300. Love agreed to
advance £150. The following day Love came to her
house with a hire-purchase agreement, the purport of
which was that Love as owner let to Mrs. Watson as hirer
the furniture on terms that she was to pay £40 per
quarter until £200 was paid, when the furniture was to
become her property. There was a proviso that in case
the hirer did not duly fulfil the terms of the agreement,
the owner might terminate the hiring and take possession
of the goods, and for that purpose might enter upon the
hirer's premises. Mrs. Watson was told that she must
understand she was selling the furniture to Love, but
that if she paid the instalments properly she would again
become the owner of the furniture. Thereupon she was
told by her friend to hand a chair to Love with words to
the effect that she sold him the furniture and she did so.
Love placed £150 less expenses on the table, and Mrs.
Watson then signed the hire-purchase agreement. The
County Court judge found on those facts that though it
was the intention of Love that the transaction should
take the form of a sale followed by a hire-purchase agree-
ment, Mrs. Watson did not intend to part with all her
interest in the furniture, but thought she was obtaining
an advance on the security of the furniture. It was
held by the Court of Appeal that the true nature not the >
form only, of the transaction must be looked to, and that
this was a bill of sale and, therefore, void for want of
registration."
Even the hirer is entitled in such a case to take advan-
tage of the invalidity and to recover back his goods if
seized under powers contained in the alleged hire-purchase
agreement (p), and a guarantor of such a fictitious
(p) Madell v, Thomas, supra.

